
Weatherford Democrat - 02/25/2023

February 25, 2023 5:55 am (GMT -6:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

B2 

COMMUNITY

FRO M STA FF R EP O RTS

Students in the Peaster 
FCCLA program have 
been busy over the last 
several weeks.

-
dents Aysten St. Clair 
and Keilani Marquez 

held a financial simula-
tion for the senior class 
at Peaster High School.

Marquez is very inter-
ested in f inances and 
wanted to help educate 
her peers about money. 
Partnering with Texas 
Agrilife Extension Agent 

and St. Clair brought the 
program “Welcome to the 
Real World” to Peaster 
High School.

The event needed sup-

local volunteers to help 

put this on. Members of 
the Peaster community 
as well as other county 
extension agents a ll 
showed up at Peaster 
High School on Feb. 15.

The senior class arrived 
a nd t he  s i mu lat ion 
began at 9 a.m. Students 
scanned a QR code where 
they answered questions 
and chose a career. They 
were then given a salary 
and visited each of the 
12 stations. They learned 
and made choices about 

-

entertainment and char-
itable giving.

They a lso had the 
opportunity to visit with 
a financial adviser and 
spin the reality wheel.

The students were then 

told how important it is 
to constantly be learning 
to improve your market-
ability in the job market. 
Peaster FCCLA hopes to 
be able to do this simu-
lation each year for the 
senior class.

Peaster FCCLA members 
attended the Peaster city 
council meeting to ask 
Mayor Gerald Hobson 

National FCCLA Week 
in Peaster. The Peaster 
FCCLA chapter prepared 
for a week of celebrat-
ing FCCLA and Family 
and Consumer Sciences 
education through par-
ticipating in chapter 
activities. They held a 
bake sale to benefit the 
food pantry “Our Daily 
Bread.”

They also made root 
beer floats for all FCCLA 
members and hosted a 

taco lunch and spent a 
few hours after school 

working at “Our Daily 
Bread.”

Peaster FCCLA students hard at work

Courtesy Peaster ISD

Peaster Mayor Gerald Hobson and city council members proclaimed Feb. 13-17 as 
National FCCLA Week in Peaster.

Courtesy Peaster ISD

Peaster High School students learned and made choices on utilities, housing and other 
topics at “Welcome to the Real World.”

Courtesy Peaster ISD

Peaster students learn about charitable giving and financial advice during a financial 
simulation earlier this month.

Hello Toni:

August the year 

to work full-time with 
an HSA that has a 

medical claims paid 

and used a prescrip-
tion discount card to 
cover medications. 
My employer’s human 
resources manager 
advised me to enroll 
in Medicare Part A 

Because I received 

I could not fund my 
HSA from that time.

I decided to delay 
enrolling in Part B 
until I retired and 
enrolled in a Medicare 
Supplement Plan G 
and a Part D prescrip-
tion drug plan with a 
January 1 start date.

I just received a 
notice from CMS 
(Medicare) saying 
they do not have 
record of me having 
prescription drug 
coverage that “met 
Medicare’s minimum 
standards” from the 

and I may receive a 
Part D late enrollment 
penalty. What does 
this mean?

--Claude
Claude:
I do not have good 

news for you. You 
have a Medicare Part 
D prescription drug 
penalty problem.

The Medicare & 

You handbook states: 
Creditable prescrip-
tion drug coverage 
could include drug 
coverage from a 
current or former 

the Department of 

or individual health 
insurance coverage. 

or more in a row 
without Medicare 
drug coverage or other 
creditable prescrip-

you may have to pay 
a penalty if you sign 
up for Medicare drug 
coverage later.

So Americans 
with “creditable” 
coverage can apply 
for a Medicare Part 
D plan at a later date 
without paying a 
penalty. (Chapter 5 of 
the Medicare Survival 
Guide Advanced 
edition explains 
Medicare Part D and 
how to avoid Part D 
penalties).

-
scription discount 
programs — such 

as GoodRx or store 
prescription mem-
berships — are not 
considered “credit-
able” coverage.

There is a further 
complication to 
getting Part D 
coverage: Many Amer-
icans who retire after 

benefits will know to 
file the “Request for 
Employment Infor-

form with Social 
Security to avoid the 
“famous” Medicare 
Part B penalty. But 
they may be surprised 
to learn that the form 
does not tell Medicare 
if you had “creditable” 
prescription drug 
coverage!

Medicare calculates 
the Part D penalty 
by multiplying 1% 
of the “national base 
beneficiary premium” 

uncovered months 
that you didn’t have 
either Part D or 

and rounding to the 

amount is added to 
your monthly Part D 
premium.

Your late enroll-
ment period (LEP) 
does not begin from 
the day you lose or 
leave your company 

from the month that 
your Medicare Part 
A started. So your 

creditable coverage 

will cost you an extra 

national base amount 

so your penalty may 
also change.)

The LEP penalty 
can be applied if:

--You waited more 

creditable prescrip-
tion drug coverage 
when leaving company 

--Your prescrip-
tion drug benefit (not 
health benefits) is 
not “creditable” as 
Medicare defines it.

--You never enrolled 
in Medicare Part D 
when first eligible.

The lesson is: If you 

time benefits (either 
from yourself or your 

must tell you each 
year if your drug 
coverage is “credit-
able.” If you do not 
receive this notice by 

your employer’s HR 
department to request 
it.

Toni King is an author and 

columnist on Medicare and 

health insurance issues. She 

spent more than 27 years as a 

top sales leader in the field. For 

a Medicare checkup, email: 

info@tonisays.com or call 832-

519-8664. You can now visit 

www.seniorresource.com/

medicare-moments to listen to 

her Medicare Moments 

podcasts and get other 

information for boomers/

seniors.

What is Medicare’s ‘creditable’ 
prescription drug coverage?
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The Weatherford Art 
Association will host 
award-winning Weather-

who will present a water-
color demonstration.

Even though Kathy’s 
current passion is focused 
on watercolors of old vin-
tage cars long off the 

sing with gleaming reflec-
tions in metal grilles and 
are saturated with rich 
rusty metal tones against 
brilliant skies. Want to 
learn how to paint those 
metals and shine up those 
reflections? Join the WAA 
for her demonstration on 

125 S. Waco St. in Weath-

Even though Cunning 
is a retired WISD art 

“that teaching part of me 
has never stopped.”

She organizes and coor-
dinates the WAA online 

-
nizing and promoting art 
students all over Parker 
County. She also helps 
teach a watercolor class 
for Weatherford seniors 
at the Senior Center and 

the membership chair for 
Weatherford Art Associ-
ation.

The Weatherford Art 
Association is a non-profit 

promotes the growth of 
art appreciation among 
members and the pub-
lic through community 

demonstrations and lec-
tures plus public display 
and sales of member art-
work. The group welcomes 

family memberships and 
includes beginning and 
seasoned artists in all 2-D 

meetings are held every 
fourth Monday of each 
month except December. 
Learn more at weather-
fordart.com.

WAA’s own 
Cunning to 

present watercolor 
demonstration

Kathy Cunning

Courtesy photo

A watercolor painting of a vintage car by Kathy Cunning.

Thanks for making us part of your day!


